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Craig Administrative Center
Fellow Faculty and Staff:
As most of you know, one of the renovation projects on which we have been focused for the last
year or so has been the preservation and restoration of the original President’s Home on our
campus. This historic building was completed in the fall of 1931. It was designed by Brinton
Beauregard Davis, who was known as the “Hill Builder” for his untiring efforts as the original
architect and campus master planner for what was known then as Western Kentucky State
Teachers College. Brinton Davis designed almost all of WKU’s hilltop structures from 1909 to
1937 including nine major buildings including Van Meter, the original Snell Hall, Helm Library,
Gordon Wilson Hall, the Industrial Education Building, Schneider Hall, the Kentucky Building,
Cherry Hall, the original Heating Plant, and the Colonnade, which was the backdrop for the
original football stadium.
This home, now called the Craig Administrative Center (named after WKU’s original Alumni
Director, Billy Craig) served as the home for WKU’s first three presidents (Cherry, Garrett, and
Thompson). Henry Hardin Cherry died in this house in 1937. When the Board of Regents
decided to change the President’s Home to State Street in 1966, the building housed WKU’s
Office of Alumni Relations and served as our only alumni center until the Augenstein Alumni
Center opened 18 months ago.
The house has suffered serious deterioration in recent years and was decaying rapidly once it
was vacated. The restoration, however, is now complete. My office, along with the office of
Deborah Wilkins, General Counsel, is now located on the second floor of CAC. Freida Eggleton,
who will work part-time and handle NCAA academic compliance duties, will have an office on
the third floor.
The public areas on the first floor are now open for campus-wide use. There is a
library/conference room, living room, dining room, and small meeting space that can be used by
any campus department for a small function. The dining room table will hold up to 12 and is
ideal for a breakfast, luncheon, or dinner meeting, particularly if you have a campus guest, are
entertaining a job candidate, or are planning any meal-related function where you would like a
small, private setting.
Julia McDonald, who assists our Board of Regents, will be located on the first floor of CAC.
Please contact Julia at julia.mcdonald@wku.edu or at 745-4269 if you would like to reserve any
of the first-floor public spaces in the building. She will help make appropriate arrangements with
Conferencing and Catering Services and can facilitate whatever is needed for use of the
meeting rooms.
Vice President Robbin Taylor and some of her colleagues in the Office of Public Affairs will
relocate to the former President’s suite in WAB. All contact information remains the same. The
first floor conference room in WAB will continue to be available for campus use and can be
reserved by contacting Kathy McGill in the Office of Public Affairs at 745-4586
or kathy.mcgill@wku.edu.
Everyone is welcome. Please stop by and see how this historic structure has been preserved.
Thanks.
Gary A. Ransdell

